
CUSTODY OF THE TERRITORY, CONSERVATION PROJECT FOR CRANES 
 
The “Custody of the Territory” project is a private initiative that has the support of the Spanish State and the 
European Union, which consists of custody agreements between owners and conservation associations or 
individuals to use farms or places of environmental interest for conservation from the botanical, cultural, 
zoological or other point of view, in which both parties undertake to maintain the land in a sustainable way.  
Generally, they are altruistic agreements of good will by both parties.  The custody network, fortunately, is 
growing daily and the Associations support the property in all defence actions when necessary. 
At Grus Extremadura it was decided at the last meeting to follow this model to try to conserve those dehesas 
that are of interest to cranes, through allocating some funds coming from compensation for a photovoltaic 
park at Talayuela (CC), which we were initially offered for placing GPS systems on some cranes.  However, 
as several European projects are already operating and giving an abundance of information about migratory 
movements, we preferred a use these funds for a more committed to conservation and so we chose to use 
them for custody projects. 
As a result, we were able to contact the proprietor of a farm in the Casatejada area, Cáceres, called Las 
Galochas, owned by Dorset S.L.  From the beginning, they showed great interest in the project, as this is a 
marvellous farm with holm oaks which they want to maintain sustainably, with appropriate cattle and a few 
Iberian pigs, without a loss of vegetation or the use of it.  There are two small ponds in the farm, totalling 7 
hectares and these have been the object of the custody.  These are used by the livestock for drinking but not 
by the cranes, which have an important population on adjacent farms, therefore, and after visiting the 
proprietor, we agreed to enclose them with a surrounding wire fence to prevent livestock access during the 
winter period and the cranes´ stay.  (The livestock have access to alternative drinking ponds).  The owner 
quickly closed off the two ponds and he also promised to put out cereal grain at the edge of them to attract 
the cranes.  The food provisioning is done irregularly so as not to attract the unwanted attention of wild 
boars, and although the wire fence was erected to stop them, there are no guarantees, and it also avoids them 
scraping and lifting the soil. 
 
 
 



The dehesas of the surrounding area support stable populations of cranes, which forage within them, in some 
with crops where they like to look for fallen grains in the stubble, and at the end of December they begin to 
spend more time in them, looking for the desired acorns, bulbs and invertebrates.  In this custodial reserve, 
which it was decided to call “Navalagrulla”, were late in appearing but finally, during February, they made 
their appearance and stayed in it until the first days of March.  Some 300 birds were feeding under the holm 
oaks and collected at the ponds to rest, therefore this first part of the project appears to have been successful. 
 
Nevertheless, we will continue working to support the proprietor, who wants to divert a public track that runs 
very close to the ponds so that it goes through a different part of the farm, so that the cranes can enjoy more 
tranquillity and gradually settle down and can regularly use either of the ponds as a dormitory or rest area. 

The second of the ponds (the larger one), which the cranes began to use in February 
 
On the other hand, the public company Adif intends to resurrect an old project to pass an electricity transport 
line across the farm.  This has an expired Environmental Impact Statement so this cannot be used as an 
argument for installing the line and the proprietor and our Association have appealed against the initiative.  
In addition, we have the support of other environmental associations within Extremadura as well as the rest 
of the State, and they have also appealed, so we hope they will reconsider their decision and make a new 
Environmental Impact Statement which includes the conditions of the Custody Agreement, and divert the 
line far from the ponds to avoid accidents for the cranes and that they can continue at this farm. 
 
 
 
 
  



 


